[_] New Liberty in Camas 
is shaping up thanks to 
a $360,000 restoration 
after a fire damaged it 
in August 1994 


By BRETT OPPEGAARD 
The Columbian 

CAMAS — For months, the light- 
ed marquee of the New Liberty 
Theatre has read, “Coming Soon.” 

That’s not such a stretch any- 
more. 

Wayne Ratliff, a spokesman for 
Lease Crutcher Lewis Contractors, 
said restoration of the one-screen 
theater might be finished by the 
end of December, and the business 
could reopen as early as Jan. 1. 

In August 1994, an accidental 

three-alarm 
fire gutted the 
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Rebuilding 
was going to cost more and take 
more time. 

So the owners of the building, 
the Farrell family, appealed to their 
insurance company for a bigger set- 
tlement, causing a long delay. 

Work on the $360,000 project 
started up again in mid-September, 
Ratliff said. 

By the end of the job, Ratliff said 
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his crew of about 20 will have 


replumbed, rewired, repainted, 


enlarged the bathrooms and added. 


new concession counters and seats. 
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